COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE INN COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY 15th July 2015 AT 7.30pm
1. ATTENDANCE

Cllrs:     

  E.H. Lewis    (Vice Chair)
                                    Mrs C Roach 

 W. Bellin

                                     B. Kennard

                                     Mrs H Maclehose



  T Cook

 Clerk:                 
  Joanna Howell

 Others:
County Cllr R Thomas

  Apologies:         
 G Bates
Chairman
As the Chairman had sent his apologies, the Vice Chair Cllr Lewis would act as Chair for this meeting. 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  

· None
3. CONSIDERATION OF POLICE MATTERS 
-
The Clerk had been provided with the latest crime figures showing there had been no crimes reported in the area.
4. CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
· County Cllr Thomas reported that he would be contacting the VoG re their responsibility to get rid of Ragwood and other obnoxious weeds in the area.
5. PLANNING – 2015/00579/FULThe Sages, Colwinston
· After reviewing the open planning application the Council had no comment to make
6. PUBLIC SESSION AND MATTERS ARISING
· There was one member of the public in attendance
· He asked if as there was now progress with the new development, the problems with sewage and water pipes have been resolved after the recent breaks in pipes?
· County Cllr Thomas had not heard of any work being done on the pipe.  After a short discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would write to Welsh Water asking if they could confirm the details of any pipe damage and what was being done to rectify it.   The letter would be copied to Natural Resources Wales.  The Clerk would also contact Paul Griffiths who had been asking for information on this matter.
· ACTION – Clerk to write to Welsh Water and liaise with Mr Griffiths

· Cllr Cook also had an enquiry on the development; did Redrow have to publish a sequence of work on the development?  County Cllr Thomas responded that certain information on this would have to be given to the planning department but not to the public, however if there was something like digging up a highway or pavement then the village would get advance notice of this. 

· The Chair had been notified by a number of residents that they had received letters from Redrow indicating that work on the site was about to commence, he showed a copy of the letter to the Council.  There was some confusion on why many people who would be affected by the work had not received the letter and the Council also felt that the tone of the letter was not ideal. 

· The matter of how best to work with Redrow was discussed and it was agreed that the Clerk would write to Redrow  The letter should raise the Council’s concern over the recent correspondence, and suggest that a Redrow representative be nominated who can attend Council meetings and act as a go between with the Council and rest of the Village.  It was hoped that maintaining a channel of Communication between the Council and Redrow would help the work go ahead with the least disruption. 

· ACTION – Clerk to write to Redrow and also try and arrange representative to attend September Council meeting

· The Chair had also received an email from a resident asking to raise the matter of whether any residents would be able to link into a new gas supply installed for the development.  

· ACTION – Clerk to include request for any further information on this in her letter to Redrow

7. MINUTES OF THE  PREVIOUS MEETING
· The minutes of the ordinary meeting, which took place on Tuesday 6th June 2015 had been previously circulated by the Clerk and were accepted unanimously as a true and accurate record. It was proposed by Councillor Lewis and seconded by Councillor Roach that the minutes be accepted. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
8. MATTERS ARISING

Solar Panel Farm Planning (5.0)

· Cllr Maclehose notified the Council that there had been some vandalism to the fence at the land of this proposed site, which was thought, might be a protest against the application.
· County Cllr Thomas reported that Western Power had received a large number of applications in the area for Solar Panels so were checking that it had the capacity to receive electricity from all these sites.   He confirmed no planning application for this site had been received yet.
· After a short discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would write to the applicants asking for a meeting to discuss possible compensation to the village. 
· ACTION – Clerk to write to Sirus SBC Renewables & Stratus Environmental Ltd.
Proposed Road Name (7.1)

· County Cllr Thomas was under the impression that the VoG Council had no objection to the proposed name for this development, however no official confirmation had been received. 
War Memorial (8.1)
· Cllr Maclehose had found a grant available in retrospect for work completed on war memorials, she provided the details to the Clerk 

· ACTION – Clerk to investigate and complete application. 
Cutting of Spinney Bank (12.3)
·  The Chair confirmed that Cllr Bates had arranged for the cutting of the Spinney bank and an invoice for £150 had been received which he then passed to the Clerk. 
· The Council unanimous approved this payment and a cheque was raised. 
Defibrillator training (14.1)
· Cllr Maclehose had spoken to Mrs Caroline Allen re training, Mrs Allen explained there had been difficulty obtaining equipment for the training, but this was now resolved and she hoped to start training in September. 
Framing of work completed by Cllr Bellin (14.5)
· Cllr Bellin had had the framing done, however these still need to be hung.
· ACTION- Clerk to contact Alan Horton, the Chair of the village hall committee to ask him if the hanging could take place
· It was agreed by all that the £29.21 expenses Cllr Bellin had occurred could be immediately refunded.  A receipt had been provided to the Clerk and a cheque was drawn up. 

Best kept Village Results (14.6)
· Cllr Kennard had kindly agreed to attend the awards ceremony on 16th July.  It was proposed by the Chair and seconded by Cllr Cook that any expenses incurred by Cllr Kennard could be submitted for refund if he so wished, this was agreed by all. 
· It was RESOLVED that all expenses in relation to this event could be refunded to Cllr Kennard.  
9. CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk reported that she had received the following correspondence -
14/07/15
Email from Cllr Bates with apologies and update report

03/07/15
Email from Cllr Lewis re info from Rob Thomas

02/07/15
Email from OVW re Introducing Cardiff & Vale UHB's strategy map

02/07/15
Email re Village of the Year dinner

30/06/15
Email re Birthday Honours Nominations

28/06/15
Letter from OVW with mins/agenda AGM

26/06/15
Email from Cllr Bates re donation from Colwinston Players

22/06/15
Letter from VoG with contract agreeing for planting of poppies

16/06/15
Email from OVW re Shale Gas and Hydraulic Fracturing in Wales – A briefing note for One Voice Wales

15/06/15
Email from VoG re Electronic Information requirements

13/06/15
Acknowledgment from VoG re clearance around road signs

10/06/15
Email from VoG re dispensation to speak

10/06/15
Email from OVW re Get help for your community through Resource Efficient Wales

09/06/15
Questionnaire from OVW re use of internet

08/06/15
Email from OVW re Community Infrastructure Levy
Poppies – The Clerk wished to confirm that the Council were happy for her to sign and return the legal agreement re Poppy Planting, which had been provided by the VoG Council and previously circulated.  The Council agreed the legal agreement was correct and confirmed it could be signed. 
ACTION – Clerk to sign the agreement and return to the VoG Legal Department
Finance Report-
Funds as of 09/07/2015 £3,476(cashbook)
Receipts 

17/06/2015
VAT Refund - £506

14/07/2015
Donations for legal fees - £750
Payments (including cheques to be signed)- Authorisation required

09/07/15
Diane Malley – Payroll services for 2015/16

£48

09/07/15
Jo Howell – Clerks Salary & Expenses – April 15-Jun 15
£410.06

09/07/15
Payment of NI/PAYE for April 15-June 15
£45.04
The Chair confirmed that both him and Cllr Bates had reviewed the Clerks submitted time sheet for the quarter and were happy to approve the salary and expenses payment.   The Chair went on to explain that Cllr Bates was in the process of preparing a formal contract for the Clerk and would circulate to the Council shortly. 
All payments were unanimously approved by the Council and the cheques were signed by the Chair and Cllr Maclehose. 
10. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
· The Councillors Reports previously circulated were reviewed. 
· Damage to the Village Sign -  County Cllr Thomas reported that the VoG had been out to look at the sign and would be getting it repaired.

· Cllr Maclehose wished to raise a report re publishing a commemorative book similar to that done in 2000 but concentrating on the landscape before it was radically changed with the development.  In principle the Council thought this was a good idea and Cllr Maclehose agreed to go ahead and investigate funding. 

· ACTION – Cllr Maclehose to investigate lottery funding.  Clerk to add to September agenda. 

· Cllr Maclehose also reported that she could not attend the next OVW meeting on 20th July.  Cllr Cook or Cllr Roach would attend in her place and report back at the September meeting. 

· The Chair provided two new pieces of correspondence, a thankyou card from the previous Cllr, Mrs Horton for her flowers and a leaflet advertising the new Greenlinks bus service.  

· Cllr Kennard wished to report to Cllr Lewis that he had still not been contacted by the VoG rights of way officer.

· ACTION – Cllr Lewis to chase
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

· As there was no August meeting, the next meeting of the Community Council will take place on Tuesday September 8th 2015 at 19.30pm in the Sycamore Tree Inn.  The meeting was closed at 8.30pm.
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………
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